THE DEVIL-WORSHIPPERS' CREED         roi
pieced together into an amazing patchwork. The central
article of their creed is that propitiation of the Evil Principle
which was originally the conception of the Persian dualists ;
but with this is incorporated the world-old Nature worship
of trees and fountains and fire and of all the host of heaven ;
upon it are grafted innumerable later doctrines derived
from the Jews the Christians and the Moslems ; and ap-
parently it was by the Gnostics that the whole medley was
finally moulded into something approaching its present
form.
Their reverence for Sheikh Shams-ed-din, the sun, is evinced
by the fact that they daily kiss the ground at the spot
where his rays first rest; that they adore him at rising and
setting, and sacrifice white oxen at, his shrine. A somewhat
similar homage is also paid to the moon ; and they always
bury their dead facing towards the north star. Their
reverence for fountains of water appears in their ceremonial
lustrations, including the baptism of their children in the
temple tank at Sheikh Adi. Fire they so far honour that
they deem it impiety to spit into it; and perhaps a survival
of serpent worship may be traced in the famous black
snake.
From the Persians they borrowed the conception of a
good and an evil principle; and probably also their belief
in the transmigration of souls. From the Jews they learned
to identify Ahriman, the evil principle, with Satan; to
practise circumcision, and blood offerings, and other points
of the Mosaic ritual; * and to reverence the writings of the
Old Testament, which they consider equally authoritative
with the New Testament and the Koran. They share our
Christian belief in the divinity of the Founder of our religion,
albeit they consider Mdek Tails a greater divinity than Him.
They respect the Sign of the Cross; but perhaps not ex-
clusively as a Christian symbol, for the use of that sign was
established even in pre-Christian days. Other tenets they
have borrowed from Islam; for.they regard Mohammed
* These practices, of course, did not originate in the Mosaic ritual, and
the Yezidis may possibly have borrowed them direct from a yet "older